Mass Readings
3rd Sunday of Advent - A

First reading Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;

the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus;

it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing.

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,

the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.

They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God.

Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees.

Say to those who have an anxious heart,

‘Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance,

with the recompense of God. He will come and save you.’

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped,;
then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Sion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;

they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Responsorial Psalm
Response: Come, LORD, and save us.

Psalm 146 (145)

2. The LORD who opens the eyes of the blind,
the LORD who raises up those who are bowed down.
It is the LORD who loves the just,
the LORD who protects the stranger.

1. ltis the LORD who preserves fidelity for ever,
who does justice to those who are oppressed.
It is he who gives bread to the hungry,
the LORD who sets prisoners free.

3. The LORD upholds the orphan and the widow,
but thwarts the path of the wicked.
The LORD will reign for ever,
your God, O Sion, from age to age.

Second reading James 5:7-10
Be patient, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient
about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.
Do not grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, so that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. As
an example of suffering and patience, brothers and sisters, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;
he has sent me to proclaim good news to the poor. Alleluia.

Gospel Matthew 11:2-11
At that time: When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples and said to him, ‘Are you the one
who is to come, or shall we look for another?” And Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive
their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news
preached to them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.’

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed
shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in
kings’ houses.

‘What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is written, “Behold, |
send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.”

‘Truly, | say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.’
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Masses, Devotions and Services

St Cuthbert’s St Joseph’s Our Lady & St Oswin’s
Saturday 13t December 5:30pm: Vigil Mass:
People of the Parish
Sunday 14t December | 11.00am: Mass: 9:30am: Mass:

3rd Sunday of Advent - A Maria Mason People of the Parish

Monday 15t December

Tuesday 16t December 10:00am: Mass:

Jenny Cawood (TC)
Wednesday 17t December [ 9:30am: Mass:
Lillian and Luther Shotton
Thursday 18t December 9:30am: Mass: Departed Souls
of the Vallippalam Family

Friday 19t December | 11.30am Requiem Mass for

Sarah Harrison

7.00pm: Mass:

Jack & Betty Bell
Saturday 20t December 5:30pm: Vigil Mass:
Enid & Joe McCann

Sunday 21st December | 11.00am: Mass: 9:30am: Mass:
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Christmas Coffee Morning
A huge thank-you to all who contributed in anyway to the
Coffee Morning. A big thank-you to all the Social Committee
for your hard work and dedication. The amount raised was
£1842.83 Well done!

Partnership Service of Penance

There will be a Penitential Service on Wednesday 17t
December at 7pm at St Mary’s Cullercoats.

Christmas Crib Festival
As part of the celebrations for St Cuthbert’s Church being
50 years old, we are hoping to have Christmas Crib Festival
for Advent and Christmas. If you have any cribs, you are
welcome to display them at St Cuthbert’s.

Prayer Intentions for Advent and Christmas: Migrants and
Refugees; Expectant Mothers.

We pray for all who are sick, including Ros McGann, Jean
Slater, Irene Keenaghan, Mary Quinn, Patricia Thompson,
Paul Atkinson, Francis McSherry, Mary Kidd, Mary Rowley,
Antoni Kulik, Peter Chester, Rebecca Cummings, Dorothy
Falla, Bridget Geddes, Sr Zita Stephen Davies.

Please pray for Thomas Smith, Sheila Wheatcroft, Mary
Stott, Sarah Harrison and for all those who have died
recently.

Third Sunday of Advent
Gaudete Sunday

Greetings on this Gaudete Sunday. A day to rejoice. Why?
Because we are a people of hope. Since 11th December to
16th December, every Gospel will have some mention to
John the Baptist. In the Gospel John has sent his disciples
to ask Jesus if he is the one who is to come or are they to
look for another. Jesus does not give a direct answer.
Instead, he asks John disciples to look at the signs, signs
mentioned in the first reading that speak of the messianic
age arriving. The signs are that the blind can see, the lame
walk, the deaf hear. Christ is looking to a new age of the
Kingdom of God, that John is hoping for.

The readings invite us to discern what are the signs that
speak to us of God's presence. Like John the Baptist what
we are truly yearning for? Our deep-felt heart desires can
be the place to discern God'’s call for each one of us. So, be
aware of your hopes and open to how they can be fulfilled
and are being fulfilled in our lives and in our world.

Masses for Christmas Day
The Masses for Christmas will be as following:
Wednesday 24t December
St Joseph’s — Mass at 5.30 with a service of carols, silence
and short readings from 5pm.
Thursday 25t December
St Oswin’s — 9.30am; St Cuthbert's — 11am.

50™ Anniversary of St Cuthbert’s Church
Next weekend we have the celebrations of the 50t
Anniversary of St Cuthbert’s with the following events all
taking place at St Cuthbert's. We give thanks for how the
community has been blessed in the last 50 years. We
welcome Bishop Stephen Wright for our Sunday Mass at
11am. The celebration events will be:
Saturday 20t December at 7pm: Parish International Social
with food and music from the many cultures of our rich and
diverse community.
Sunday 21st December at 11.00am: Mass presided by
Bishop Stephen Wright.
Sunday 21st December at 6.00 pm: Advent Carol Service.

Sarah Harrison Rest in Peace
Many people have been saddened by the death of Sarah
Harrison on 2nd December, aged 44. We pray for her, her
husband Chris, her children Charlie and Alice, her mother
and all the family at this sad time. Many people have been
inspired by the way she dealt with an incurable illness and
by the work of the charity she started ‘Sarah’s Star’, which
seeks to support others and their family who, like her, were
faced with an incurable illness. We give thanks for her life
and inspiration.
Sarah will be received into St Cuthbert's on Thursday 18t
December at 4pm. The church will be open till 8.30pm. Her
Requiem Mass will be on Friday 19" December at
11.30.am.
Her burial will be a private family gathering but all are
welcome to join the family at the Linskill Centre afterwards.

Tynemouth priory partnership meeting —
the future of the Church and the role of the laity
On Saturday 24t January 2026, following Mass at 9.30am,
the Parish of Our Lady Star of the Sea will host a meeting
at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, West Monkseaton, to
be led by Amy Cameron, the Director of Formation at the

Diocese. The meeting, which will discuss the future of the
Church is particularly relevant in the light of Bishop
Stephen’s Advent pastoral letter. It is open to all
parishioners in the Partnership and will finish at 1.00pm.

Ministry of Welcome

| am grateful to the parish welcomers that came for the
training. It was clear that is a very important ministry. It was
agreed that it would be good practice that there were two
welcomers for each church and to be at the back of church
at the end of Mass not just to collect books but if there is
queue for Fr Chris to inquire if you could help. More
parishioners are needed for this important ministry. Please
consider if you would like to take up this role.

Trinity Charity Shop
The Trinity Shop is a useful source of income for the parish.
| am very grateful to parishioners who help out on a
Thursday. More volunteers would be appreciated. Please
contact Fr Chris if you would like to volunteer.

Carol Service
St Hilda's Anglican Church, Station Road, NE29 9QB are
having their Carol Service on Sunday 14" December at
6pm. All are welcome.

Christmas Gifts
Via Churches Together we support the provision of small
gifts to local homeless and asylum seekers — both sexes, all
ages. If you can help — child's book/toy, confectionary,
toiletries — please leave at back of church. Donations by
w/e 6/7 December to allow volunteers time to sort, wrap &
distribute. Thank You.

Missio Boxes
If you have a Missio red box, can you please bring them in
as soon as possible. If you would like your box counted at
home, please contact Pauline Rogers on 0191 2581456 or
07443653380

CAFOD World Gifts

Copies of CAFOD’s Catalogue for their Christmas World
Gifts scheme are available at the back of Church if you
would like to buy a gift for loved ones that helps some of the
poorest and vulnerable in our world.

From Diocesan Faith and Formation Department

As we enter Advent, we are once again offering a
Sycamore course, a chance to explore God's invitation for
you this Advent season. We invite you to share this
information and booking link with those you feel would be
interested.

What gives me some respite from the concerns of life?
What is God's invitation for me this Advent season? Why
not join us this Advent to explore these questions further?
We will be using the following Sycamore sessions;

The Search for Happiness. The impossibility of sitting still.
What is happiness? How to press the pause button?

A God who Speaks. The hiddenness of God. When God
broke the silence. Discovering the face of God.

The Power of Prayer. What is prayer? Does prayer make a
difference? How to pray?

The Meaning of Love. What is love? How to love your
neighbour? Knowing the love of God.

The sessions will take place online using Zoom. They will
be weekly on Thursday evenings from 7pm to 8.15pm on
27th November, 4th, 11th and 18th December. Join us for
as many sessions as you can, and why not bring a friend?
Please register your interest using the link below to receive
the Zoom link.

https://bit.ly/DHNSycamoreAdvent2025

Live Simply Tip
Living Simply is based on the following three strands:
. living simply
. living in solidarity with people in poverty
. living sustainably with creation
This week’s tip: 10. Environmental Protection: Support local
biodiversity by planting native plants, creating wildlife
corridors, or participating in tree-planting campaigns.

Parish Finance - Standing Orders
If you would like to set up a Standing Order the details of
the parish account are:
Name: DHN North Shields St Cuthbert & St Joseph
Bank: HSBC;
Sort code: 40-34-45
Account number: 91146513

Prayer for Peace

As the fever of day calms towards twilight. May all that is
strained in us come to ease. We pray for all who suffered
violence today. May an unexpected serenity surprise them..
For those who risk their lives each day for peace. May their
hearts glimpse providence at the heart of history.. That
those who make riches from violence and war. Might hear
in their dreams the cries of the lost.. That we might see
through our fear of each other. A new vision to heal our
fatal attraction to aggression.. That those who enjoy the
privilege of peace. Might not forget their tormented brothers
and sisters That the wolf might lie down with the lamb. That
our swords be beaten into ploughshares. And no hurt or
harm be done anywhere along the holy mountain.

John O’Donohue Benedictus A Book of Blessings




