
MASS READINGS 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT – A 
FIRST READING Ezekiel 37:12-14 
I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live. 
 

The Lord says this: I am now going to open your graves; I mean to raise you from your graves, my people, and lead you back to  the soil of Israel. 
And you will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and raise you from your graves, my people. And I shall put my spirit in you, and you 
will live, and I shall resettle you on your own soil; and you will know that I, the Lord, have said and done this – it is the Lord who speaks. 
 

Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 129 
Response:  With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of compassion. 
 

1. Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, 
Lord, hear my voice! 
O let your ears be attentive 
to the voice of my pleading. 

 

2. If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, 
Lord, who would survive? 
But with you is found forgiveness: 
for this we revere you. 

 
3. My soul is waiting for the Lord, 

I count on his word. 
My soul is longing for the Lord 
more than watchman for daybreak. 
(Let the watchman count on daybreak 
and Israel on the Lord.) 

4. Because with the Lord there is mercy 
and fullness of redemption, 
Israel indeed he will redeem 
from all its iniquity. 

 

SECOND READING Romans 8:8-11 
The Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you. 
 

People who are interested only in unspiritual things can never be pleasing to God. Your interests, however, are not in the unspiritual, but in the 
spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made his home in you. In fact, unless you possessed the Spirit of  Christ you would not belong to him. Though 
your body may be dead it is because of sin, but if Christ is in you then your spirit is life itself because you have been justified; and if the Spirit of him 
who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your own mortal bodies through his Spirit 
living in you. 
 

Gospel Acclamation 
Glory and praise to you, O Christ! I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; 
whoever believes in me will never die. Glory and praise to you, O Christ!  
 

GOSPEL John 11:1-45 
I am the resurrection and the life. 
 

There was a man named Lazarus who lived in the village of Bethany with the two sisters, Mary and Martha, and he was ill. – It was the same Mary, 
the sister of the sick man Lazarus, who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair. The sisters sent this message to Jesus, 
‘Lord, the man you love is ill.’ On receiving the message, Jesus said, ‘This sickness will end not in death but in God’s glory, and through it the Son 
of God will be glorified.’ Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when he heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed where he was for two 
more days before saying to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’ The disciples said, ‘Rabbi, it is not long since the Jews wanted to stone you; are you 
going back again?’ Jesus replied: ‘Are there not twelve hours in the day? A man can walk in the daytime without stumbling because he has the light 
of this world to see by; but if he walks at night he stumbles, because there is no light to guide him.’ He said that and then added, ‘Our friend Lazarus 
is resting, I am going to wake him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he is able to rest he is sure to get better.’ The phrase Jesus used referred to 
the death of Lazarus, but they thought that by ‘rest’ he meant ‘sleep’, so Jesus put it plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead; and for your sake I am glad I was not 
there because now you will believe. But let us go to him.’ Then Thomas – known as the Twin – said to the other disciples, ‘Let us go too, and die 
with him.’ On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days already. Bethany is only about two miles from Jerusalem, and 
many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to sympathise with them over their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus had come she went to meet 
him. Mary remained sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my brother would not have died, but I know that, even now,  
whatever you ask of God, he will grant you.’ ‘Your brother’ said Jesus to her  ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, ‘I know he wil l rise again at the resurrection 
on the last day.’ Jesus said: ‘I am the resurrection. If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live, and whoever  lives and believes in me 
will never die. Do you believe this?’ ‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who was to come into this world.’ 
When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in a low voice, ‘The Master is here and wants to see you. ’ Hearing this, Mary 
got up quickly and went to him. Jesus had not yet come into the village; he was still at the place where Martha had met him. When the Jews who 
were in the house sympathising with Mary saw her get up so quickly and go out, they followed her, thinking that she was going to the tomb to weep 
there. Mary went to Jesus, and as soon as she saw him she threw herself at his feet, saying, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died.’ At the sight of her tears, and those of the Jews who followed her, Jesus said in great distress, with  a sigh that came straight from the heart, 
‘Where have you put him?’ They said, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus wept; and the Jews said, ‘See how much he loved him!’ But there were some 
who remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the blind man, could he not have prevented this man’s death?’ Still sighing, Jesus reached the tomb: it was 
a cave with a stone to close the opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone away.’ Martha said to him, ‘Lord, by now he will smell;  this is the fourth day.’ 
Jesus replied, ‘Have I not told you that if you believe you will see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. Then Jesus lifted up his eyes and 
said: ‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. I knew indeed that you always hear me, but I speak for the sake of all these who stand round me, 
so that they may believe it was you who sent me.’ When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come out!’  The dead man came 
out, his feet and hands bound with bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, let him go free.’ Many of the Jews 
who had come to visit Mary and had seen what he did believed in him. 
 

St Cuthbert and St Joseph, North Shields - Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle  |  Registered Company No.7732977  |  Registered Charity Number 1143450 
 

Scripture Readings © 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton, Longman & Todd, and Doubleday and Co. Inc., Psalm © The Grail, and all used by permission 

The Parish of Saint Cuthbert and Saint Joseph, North Shields 

Saint Cuthbert Catholic Church 
Albion Road West 

North Shields 

Tynemouth Priory Partnership 

 

Saint Joseph Catholic Church 
Wallsend Road 
North Shields 

Father Christopher Hughes, St Joseph’s Church, Wallsend Road, Chirton, North Shields, NE29 7AA 
 (Tel) 0191 257 5801 / (Fax) 0191 259 2589 

    (Email) northshields.stjoseph@rcdhn.org.uk  
Parish Administrator: Mrs Katherine Main  -  Tuesday-Friday 8.45am-12.45pm 

 Tel: 0191 2573408 
Email: northshields.stcuthbert@rcdhn.org.uk 

Parish Safeguarding Officer:  
Clare Harvey - 07507 297779 

 

Parish website information at:   http://www.northtynesidecatholic.org.uk 

We are three Roman Catholic Parishes in the eastern half of the borough of North Tyneside, within the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle. Our 

website gives an overview of our three parishes and seven churches, as well as mass times, and details of parish ministries and groups. 
Partnership Telephone Numbers 
Monsignor Andrew Faley  0191 252 8021 
Canon Martin Stempczyk  0191 251 3770 
St Cuthbert’s Church 0191 257 3408 

Partnership Telephone Numbers 
Father David Smith 0191 262 3882 
Hospital Chaplaincy:  01670 712476 
Deacon: Rev Stephen Boulter: 07816077858 

 

16th/17thMarch 2024 – 5th Sunday in Lent 
 

Masses, Devotions and Services 

 St Cuthbert’s Church St Joseph’s Church 

Saturday  16th March 
 

 9.30am: Stations of the Cross 
10.00am Mass: 

5:30pm: Mass: Kathleen & John Whitley 

Sunday 17th March 

5th Sunday of Lent – A 

11:00am: Mass:  People of the Parish 
Live stream 

 

Monday 18th March 
 

  

Tuesday 19th March 
Feast of St Joseph 

 9.30am: Mass: Feast of St Joseph 
Deceased Member of the Redpath Family 

Wednesday 20th March 
Feast of St Cuthbert 

9:00am  Exposition  

9:30am:   Mass:  Feast of St Cuthbert 

 

Thursday 21st March  9.30am: Mass:  

Friday 22nd March 9.45: Requiem Mass for Fr Kevin Bolger 
6.00 pm: Exposition 
7:00pm:  Mass:  

 

Saturday  23rd March 
 

9.30am: Stations of the Cross  
 starting at St Cuthbert….. 

10:15am:  Stations of the Cross  
 arriving at St Joseph’s  
 followed by Mass 

  5:30pm: Mass: People of the Parish 

Sunday 24th March 
PALM SUNDAY 

11:00am: Mass:  Paddy Stapleton & 
  Patricia Lennon  

Live stream 

 

 
 

The Parish of St Cuthbert’s and St Joseph’s, North Shields 
What’sApp group: text your name & number to 07752009361 to be added to StCuthStJosNshields Group 
Facebook:  search - - The Parish of Saint Cuthbert and Saint Joseph, North Shields. 
Website:   www.northtynesidecatholic.org.uk 
Parish office:  0191 257 3408 
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Prayer Intentions for Ordinary Time -Winter: Peace on Earth; 
Openness to the Word of God; Christian Unity; The Sick and 
those who care for them, Victims of human trafficking and 
those who combat it; the Unemployed 
We pray for all who are sick, including Ros McGann Sarah 
Harrison, Scott Oakley, Jean Slater, Barbara & Tony Hicks, 
Richard Sutherland, Irene Keenaghan, Eileen Stevens, 
Paula More, Mary Quinn, Eleanor Robson, Paul Atkinson, 
Francis McSherry, Mary Kidd, Mary Rowley, Stan Llewellyn 
and Antoni Kulik.  
Please pray for Fr John McElhone, Fr Pat Kennedy, Fr Kevin 
Bolger and all those who have died recently. 

 
Fifth  Sunday of Lent 

. In this last Sunday before Holy Week, we will hear the story 
of the raising of Lazarus. As Christ heads towards 
Jerusalem, he confronting the culture of death. From death 
Lazarus is called to life and the command to set him free is 
for all of humanity. We never hear a word from Lazarus, but 
he hears his name and responds from a place of death to 
new life. Christ calls us all by name to arise from all that is 
life threatening and life-less and like him to call us others to 
new life and freedom. May we all hear and respond to that 
call 
 

Parish Patronal Feasts 
This is the week we have our two Patronal Feasts. On 
Tuesday March 19th, the Feast of St Joseph and 
Wednesday 20th March the Feast of St Cuthbert’s. There 
will be Mass at their respective Churches at 9.30am. 
It is an opportunity to pray for the parish and give thanks for 
our community 

 
Pope Francis on Prayer 

Dear Brothers and Sisters: In our continuing catechesis on 
prayer, we now consider the prayer of Jacob. At a certain 
point in his life, Jacob – always clever and self-assured – 
finds himself at a crossroads. Returning home, he must face 
his older brother Esau, whose blessing he had extracted 
from their father Isaac. One night, alone and fearing for his 
life, Jacob encounters the Lord in the guise of a mysterious 
stranger with whom he wrestles all night. The Church’s 
spiritual tradition sees this “fight with God” as a metaphor for 
prayer. Prayer is not always easy; often it demands of us a 
struggle with God and a recognition of our weakness and 
frailty before him and his will. Yet it is precisely in that 
struggle and in our woundedness that we experience the 
healing power of grace and grow in faith. Let us pray for the 
gift always to be open to this encounter with God, to the 
conversion of our hearts, and to the many blessings the Lord 
wishes to pour upon us. 

 
Partnership Lenten Penitential Service 

This will be at St Aidan’s Wallsend on Wednesday 20th 

March at 7pm. 
 

Baptism 
On Sunday 17th March, the baptism of James Henry 
Brockbank will take place at St Cuthbert’s at 12.30. We pray 
for James and his parents as he united in Christ and joins 
our community of disciples 

 
Funerals  

 Fr John McElhone’s Mass of Reception will be at St Aidan’s 
on Thursday 21st March at 6pm. His Requiem Mass will be 
on Friday 22nd March at 12 noon, presided by Bishop 
Stephen Wright. 
The Requiem Mass of Fr Kevin Bolger will also be on March 
22nd at St Cuthbert’s at 9.45pm. 
 

 
Live Simply Tip 

Living Simply is based on the following three strands: 
• living simply 
• living in solidarity with people in poverty 
• living sustainably with creation. 

This week’s tip:  In 2024 there will be an election for a new, 
regional Mayor who will lead the North-East Combined 
Mayoral Authority. Tyne & Wear Citizens invite you to a 
Mayoral Assembly on Monday 22nd April 2024, 6.00–8.00pm 
at the Tyne Theatre & Opera House in Newcastle when the 
main candidates will be asked to respond to some of the 
issues Citizens have been campaigning on after a listening 
campaign across the region, including: the cost of living 
crisis, housing, racial justice in education and transport.  You 
can book your place on the diocesan website at 
https://diocesehn.org.uk/whats-on/event/tyne-and-wear-
citizens-mayoral-assembly/ or on the Tyne & Wear Citizens’ 
website. Tickets are free. 
 

Parish Council 
The new parish council will be a meeting of the new Parish 
Council on Tuesday 19th March at 7pm at St Cuthbert’s. 

New Translation of the Lectionary 
From the first Sunday of Advent, there will be a new 
translation of the Lectionary. The Dicastery for Liturgy in 
consultation with the Conference of Bishops of England of 
Wales have decided that instead of the 1966 edition of the 
Jerusalem bible the lectionary will use the English Revised 
Standard Catholic Edition, last published in 2021. I was at 
study day for the news translation last week. The translation 
is more literal, which may give rise to some awkward English 
phrases we are not used to and may not be as accessible 
and some of that I have read seems a bit ‘clunky’. But 
overall, the changes may not be that great. The new 
translation will also mean that the scriptures will be need to 
carefully read again. I will be offering some time for study 
and reflection on the new translation in the autumn. There 
will be a cost implication for the parish. Including the Book of 
the Gospels there will be five volumes. So, I am afraid that 
five volumes for each church and a set of Study copies is not 
going to give much change from £2,000. 
 

Job Vacancies 
The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle has the following job 
vacancies: 
HR Adviser, Diocesan Offices, Newcastle – full-time. Closing 
date: 28thMarch Please visit www.diocesehn.org.uk for full 
details or contact us on 0191 243 3301. 
 

Nite Bite 
"Nite Bite is looking for a volunteer driver to pick up food 
donations on Tuesday mornings. If interested please see 
Peter Quinn or Anne Greaves", 
 

Church Action on Poverty North East AGM 
This will take place on March 21st 5.30pm (registration & 
refreshments from 5pm) at St Joseph's Centre, Gateshead. 
The Theme is An Economy that works for the Common Good 
- a vote for Tax Justice. The keynote speaker is Sue 
Richardson.  She will talk about Money and Justice, the 
nature of an economy that works for the common good and 
the role that tax can play here. 
She chairs the Tax Justice group for the ecumenical 
organisation Just Money and is a member of CAP's 
Theology Collective.  She has had close links with CAP for 
decades through her Justice and Peace Commission 
experience and her work with Christian Aid. 
 

Proud Catholics - Stations of the Cross 
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 19th March, at 7.30pm. 
We will pray the Stations of the Cross in St Andrew's RC 
Church, followed by refreshments in the Chaplaincy room. 
Zoom link available, get in touch if interested. 
For more information, phone Isabel on 07858 934457, email 
proud.catholics@yahoo.com, or visit our website 
https://www.proudcatholics.co.uk/ 
 
 

Finding Radical Hope in a Year of Election? 
No Time To Wait was published last week by North East Child 
Poverty Commission, and as the title suggests, there is no time to 
wait. Over one third of babies, children and young people in the 
region are growing up in poverty and one tenth are living below 
the deep poverty line. 
How can our churches act beyond responding to the symptoms? 
We need to discover radical hope in this year of both Mayoral and 
General Election. For Chris Baker from the William Temple 
Foundation radical hope is the ‘forward-facing political and policy 
agenda that reaches out across difference and generates a sense 
of joyful expectation that things can and will be different’. 
Please join us to explore why ‘challenging unjust systems’ is so 
important to our ministry here in the North East and to suggest 
practical ways we can do this together in this year of elections. 
These events will provide the courage to act. 
Monday 18th March 2pm – 3.30pm Newcastle Cathedral (St 
Nicholas Square, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 1PF) with Rt Revd 
Dr Helen-Ann Hartley, Bishop of Newcastle and Dean of 
Newcastle. https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/finding-radical-hope-
in-a-year-of-election-tickets-818398872057 
 

Rosary Group 
"When two or three are gathered in my name..."  All welcome to 
join a small group of parishioners praying the Rosary each week 
over Zoom. Day: Thursday   -   Time: 7:30pm 
For more information contact Ruth Corless at:  
ruthcorless@btinternet.com 
 

Parish Finance – Standing Orders 
If you would like to set up a Standing Order the details of the parish 
account are:  
Name: DHN North Shields St Cuthbert & St Joseph 
Bank: HSBC, Sort code: 40-34-45,  
Account number 91146513 
 

Dates for Diary 
March 22nd 7.30pm Parish Social CANCELLED 
May 19th Pentecost Sunday. Shared table after 11am Mass. 
This will be an ‘International Event’ The food and music to 
reflect the rich cultural diversity in the parish. We will also 
celebrate being awarded the Live Simply Award at this event 
 

Prayer for Peace 
As the fever of day calms towards twilight. May all that is 
strained in us come to ease. We pray for all who suffered 
violence today. May an unexpected serenity surprise 
them.. For those who risk their lives each day for peace. 
May their hearts glimpse providence at the heart of 
history.. That those who make riches from violence and 
war. Might hear in their dreams the cries of the lost.. That 
we might see through our fear of each other. A new vision 
to heal our fatal attraction to aggression.. That those who 
enjoy the privilege of peace. Might not forget their 
tormented brothers and sisters That the wolf might lie 
down with the lamb. That our swords be beaten into 
ploughshares. And no hurt or harm be done anywhere 
along the holy mountain. 
John O’Donohue Benedictus A Book of Blessings 

Easter Triduum Services 

Thursday 28th March St Joseph’s  

7:30pm: Mass of the Last Supper 

Friday 29th March St Cuthbert’s 3:00pm: 
The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 
Saturday 30th March St Joseph’s 5:30pm: 
Easter Vigil 
 
Sunday 31st March 11:00am: St 
Cuthbert’s Mass of Easter Sunday 
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