MASS READINGS
FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
FIRST READING	Isaiah 40:1-5. 9-11
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all mankind shall see it.

‘Console my people, console them’ says your God. ‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and call to her that her time of service is ended, that her sin is atoned for, that she has received from the hand of the Lord double punishment for all her crimes.’ A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness a way for the Lord. Make a straight highway for our God across the desert. Let every valley be filled in, every mountain and hill be laid low. Let every cliff become a plain, and the ridges a valley; then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all mankind shall see it; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ Go up on a high mountain, joyful messenger to Zion. Shout with a loud voice, joyful messenger to Jerusalem. Shout without fear, say to the towns of Judah, ‘Here is your God.’ Here is the Lord coming with power, his arm subduing all things to him. The prize of his victory is with him, his trophies all go before him. He is like a shepherd feeding his flock, gathering lambs in his arms, holding them against his breast and leading to their rest the mother ewes.

Responsorial Psalm 	Psalm 103
Response: Bless the Lord, my soul! Lord God, how great you are.

	1. Lord God, how great you are,
clothed in majesty and glory,
wrapped in light as in a robe!
You stretch out the heavens like a tent. 
	2. Above the rains you build your dwelling.
You make the clouds you chariot,
you walk on the wings of the wind,
you make the winds you messengers
and flashing fire your servants.

	3. How many are your works, O Lord!
In wisdom you have made them all.
The earth is full of your riches.
There is the sea, vast and wide,
with its moving swarms past counting,
living things great and small.

	4. All of these look to you
to give them their food in due season.
You give it, they gather it up:
you open your hand, they have their fill. 

	5. You take back your spirit, they die,
returning to the dust from which they came.
You sent forth your spirit, they are created;
and you renew the face of the earth. 
	



SECOND READING	Titus 2:11-14. 3:4-7
He saved us by the cleansing water of re-birth and by renewing us with the Holy Spirit.

God’s grace has been revealed, and it has made salvation possible for the whole human race and taught us that what we have to do is to give up everything that does not lead to God, and all our worldly ambitions; we must be self-restrained and live good and religious lives here in this present world, while we are waiting in hope for the blessing which will come with the Appearing of the glory of our great God and saviour Christ Jesus. He sacrificed himself for us in order to set us free from all wickedness and to purify a people so that it could be his very own and would have no ambition except to do good.  But when the kindness and love of God our saviour for mankind were revealed, it was not because he was concerned with any righteous actions we might have done ourselves; it was for no reason except his own compassion that he saved us, by means of the cleansing water of rebirth and by renewing us with the Holy Spirit which he has so generously poured over us through Jesus Christ our saviour. He did this so that we should be justified by his grace, to become heirs looking forward to inheriting eternal life. 

Alleluia
Alleluia, Alleluia!  Someone is coming, said John, someone greater than I.
He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. Alleluia!

GOSPEL	Luke 3:15-16. 21-22
While Jesus after his own baptism was at prayer, heaven opened.

A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, who were beginning to think that John might be the Christ, so John declared before them all, ‘I baptise you with water, but someone is coming, someone who is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to undo the strap of his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. Now when all the people had been baptised and while Jesus after his own baptism was at prayer, heaven opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily shape, like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.’ 
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	8th/9th January 2022– The Baptism of the Lord - C

	Masses, Devotions and Services

	
	St Cuthbert’s Church
	St Joseph’s Church

	Saturday 	8th January

	
	5:30pm:	Mass	John Devlin


	Sunday	9th January 
Baptism of the Lord
	11:00am: Mass: 	People of the Parish
Live streamed
	

	Monday	10th January   
	No Mass

	Tuesday	11th January

	
	9:30am: Mass:	Peter Smith

	Wednesday	12th January 

	9:30am:	Mass	Victoria & Oskar Liudvik
	

	Thursday	13th January
	No Mass

	Friday	14th January

	 
	7.00pm: Mass:	Audrey & John Hall

	[bookmark: _Hlk8324267]Saturday 	15th January

	
	5:30pm:	Mass	People of the Parish 

	Sunday	16th January 
2nd Sunday of the Year
	11:00am: Mass: Deceased Members of
		the Keenaghan family
Live streamed
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Website:  	www.northtynesidecatholic.org.uk
Parish office: 	0191 257 3408


Prayer List
Prayer Intentions for Advent and Christmas: Migrants and Refugees, Expectant Mothers and the Homeless.

We pray for all who are sick, including Patricia Conlon, Ros McGann,  Gary James, Gerry Thirsk, Tom Wright, Mary Wood, Sarah Harrison, Scott Oakley, Pat Skelly, Jean Slater, Frank Whillis, Barbara & Tony Hicks ‘Baby Stevie Dawn Roadment’, Jim Campbell, Richard Sutherland, Irene Keenaghan, Eileen Stevens, Paula More, Tony Cocalis, Mary Quinn, John and Ann Smiles

Please pray for Pat Williams, Joan Olley, Fr Richard Harriott and all those who have died recently, and also for all those whose anniversaries are at this time.

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
This weekend we celebrate the great feast of Baptism of the Lord. The feast is part of the Christmas season, a continuation of the theme of Epiphany. We celebrate a God reveals himself to us. As schools return and we embrace our daily routines after the Christmas celebrations, we are called to be open to God revealing himself to us in varied and many ways.
As we end the Christmas period, a big thank-you to all who have contributed in any to the parish celebrations. Thank-you also for your kind generosity

Baptism
This Sunday we have the baptism at St Joseph’s at 1pm of Mia Averion. We pray for Mia, her parents and wider family as she is united with Christ on the feast of the Baptism of Our Lord

Synodal Process
If you have any comments to make as part of the Synodal process please let me know.  It is difficult to evaluate what will be heard and offered forward by the Bishop. What I am sure is that the Pope takes this process very seriously and is open to the working of the Spirit in us all, so lease feel free to share your comments.
As part of the synodal process, Our Lady Star of the Sea Parish will be running fortnightly series of Zoom meetings at 7:00 pm on Tuesday evenings to focus on some of the questions.  The dates are:
January 11th Questions 1 & 6. Who are our ‘Journeying Companions’ as individuals and as community or society? 
January 25th Questions 2 & 7. How can we truly make ourselves present to listen to one another, within our own Church and in conversation with other Christian traditions? 
February 8th Questions 3 & 8. How can we speak out and collaborate in responsibility in our church and in our community? 
February 22nd Questions 4 & 9. What fruits do our prayer and worship produce? How does this affect us as citizens?
March 8th Questions 5 & 10. How can we become more effective as individuals and as Church in journeying together and passing on the faith? 
The link to the zoom meeting is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89990593963?
pwd=SFRuK2xsd3VGQ2VBbUNpMTh4RnhRZz09

Meeting ID: 899 9059 3963 Passcode: 901900

I. The Journeying Companions
Look at who forms the community which is journeying together? Who are on the peripheries who we need to reach out to? Who do we know who no longer walk with us, who used to and now we don’t see? How do we engage with the covid curious? What is our welcome like?
II. Listening
Do we listen to each other? How do we best do this – people to people, clergy to clergy, bishops to bishops and each to each other? How do we make our listening “a listening of the heart” not just of the issues and subjects at hand? How do we listen to the signs of the times outside the Church and respond to them?
III. Speaking Out
What is the communication like in our group/parish/diocese? Do we have the freedom, truth and charity to speak with parrhesia and prudence? What defines our speaking – when we speak, what to say, how to say it? How am I living out my prophetic vocation given at baptism?
IV. Celebrating
Does the liturgy of the Church inspire a deeper encounter with the risen Lord? How does my prayer – both individually and in community – affect my discernment of my participation in the mission of the Church? Is the Eucharist the centre of my, and my community’s life? What flows from the Sunday (or daily) Eucharist out of the Church into the world from our communities? What do I give thanks to God for in prayer? What do I seek from him?
V. Co-responsibility in the Mission
Who do I understand the mission of the Church both in my own life and participation, and in the local church and the universal church? How is what we are doing relate to the Great Commission of Jesus (Matt 28:18-20)? What formation do I need to be more committed to the mission of the Church? what impact is our local community making in the area – do we make a difference?
VI. Dialogue in Church and Society
How do we understand dialogue in and outside of the Church? Do we see dialogue as a unique contribution that the Church can make to the world? How do we address the challenges that dialogue brings about? How do we begin to dialogue with others?
VII. With the other Christian Denominations
What is our relationship with the other denominations like? Do we listen to each other as we journey on our pilgrim way? What enriches us from the other traditions? What do we offer them from ours?
VIII. Authority and Participation
How is authority exercised in our communities? What are the organs of co-responsibility that allows for the expression of our baptismal consecration as priest, prophet and king? How do the lay faithful collaborate effectively in the life of the local church? What are the fruits of this collaboration, and what are the obstacles and challenges?
IX. Discerning and Deciding
How do we discern together the direction in which the Holy Spirit is leading us? Is there freedom to exercise our particular ministry in the Church and participate in this common work of discernment and decision making? Is my local community accountable and transparent in decision making? What can help improve this? Do I support the Bishops and the Priests in arriving at their decisions?
X. Forming ourselves in Synodality
What additional formation do I need to be a missionary disciple? Is the local community effective in catechising and passing on the faith? What tools are necessary for the Church to be truly synodal, listening and journeying together? How do we continue the listening and dialogue beyond this process so that the Church have a “lived synodality” as the Holy Father asks?

Parish Council
As stated at the end of Mass last weekend we have vacancies on the parish council. I would like the parish council to reflect the diversity we have in the parish. Nominations are open till.  Friday 14th January. Please e-mail me if you would like to nominate yourself or someone else for the council

Proclaimers
The next meeting of the Proclaimers will be on Wednesday 12th January at 7pm.  New members are welcome. Please e-mail me if you would like to be involved and I will send the link. Two of the items to be discussed will be the renewal of the grounds at St Cuthbert’s and our involvement with Tyne and Wear Citizens for the year ahead

Job Available
A family in the parish are looking to appoint the right candidate with immediate effect, ideally for someone who has experience with vascular dementia and experience of caring for those in their 80’s!  Duties to include: light housework, meal preparation, shopping, companionship and some personal care duties.  Excellent rates of hourly pay, for approximately 16 hours per week.
For further information please contact: 07547 391 643


CAFOD and Disasters Emergency Committee
Afghanistan Appeal
CAFOD have announced that they are working with the Disasters Emergency Committee with AN appeal for the humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan.
There will be a retiring collection for the rest of Advent and Christmas for this important appeal. You can also donate at: https://cafod.org.uk/donations/picker?singleamount=25&regularamount=&defaultuniversaltype=single&_Appeal=124814

The Collection will be closed this week-end

Christmas Carol Service
Sincere thanks to all contributed to the Christmas Carol Service at St Joseph’s on Sunday 19th December. My thanks to the music group at St Joseph’s for preparing the service and for the pupils and staff at St Joseph’s and St Thomas More for their involvement

Northern Cross
Paper copies of the Diocesan Newspaper are now available at the back of church. Cost is £1.50.

Northern Catholic Calendar
The Northern Catholic Calendar for 2022 is now available at the back of Church. Ring-bound £3.50 Flat £3.00.

Parish Council
There are four vacancies in the parish council. Please let me know if you would like to be nominated for the council or there is someone you would like to nominate. I want the council to reflect the broad diversity of the parish.

Charity Shop
I have just received a cheque from the charity shop of £4,100. This is a great total and I am very grateful for all those who volunteer in the shop- Well done!  More volunteers are needed especially between 1-3pm. Please let me know if you are interested.

First Holy Communions 
At a meeting with teachers and catechists it was decided that starting in the new year there will be a shortened programme with four First Communion Liturgies within Mass between February and May. We will not have one big Mass but perhaps up to three events if needed. These will take place in June. 
There will be an initial meeting via zoom on Tuesday 18th January at 7.00pm. If your child is in year four or above and does not attend either St Cuthbert’s or St Joseph’s School, please let me know 

Would you like someone to talk to?
A trained listener is available who can offer a confidential listening service to anyone who needs a listening ear. This could include issues such as loss, anxiety, loneliness or any other matters of concern. An initial phone call can be made with the option of meeting one to one or continuing on the telephone. 
Please contact Fr Chris or email, leaving your name and contact details and a listener will get in touch. 
‘Being listened to and heard is one of the greatest desires of the human heart’

Rosary group
When two or three are gathered in my name..."All welcome to join a small group of parishioners praying the Rosary each week over Zoom.
Day: Thursday   -   Time: 7:30pm
For more information contact Nestah Masiiwa at: 
nehmasiiwa@yahoo.com  or Ruth Corless on 07752009361.


Northern Cross
Printed Copies of the Northern Cross are
 available once again at the back of Church. Price £1.50
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