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18th Sunday of Year A – 2nd August 2020 
 

Places of Worship across the Diocese are gradually being opened for private prayer and 
for public worship, as long as they are ‘Covid-secure’, with social distancing rules, risk  

assessments, use of sanitisers, one way systems etc. in place. This will naturally take some 
time to implement and so it will be a phased process. 
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Local Partnership Contacts 
St Cuthbert’s (Tel: 2573408) 

Fr Christopher Hughes 
(Tel: 2575801) 

Mgr Andrew Faley 
 (Tel: 2528021) 

Hosp Chaplain: Fr Stephen Watson 
(Tel: 07768 387393) 

We remember those who have asked for our 
prayers in August: Bob Devlin, Fred Stimpson, 
Steve Bociek.  
 
And we pray for John Collins and John Cass who 
have died recently. May they rest in peace. A family 
only service for John Collins will take place at Whitley 
Bay Crematorium on Wed 5th August at 10.30am. 
 

Anniversaries: Ken Keenaghan, Fred Crowe, 
Dennis Curran, Meg Hetherington, Monica Whalen, 
Margaret Swales, Teresa Bradley, Rev James 
Saunders, Angela Clark. 
 

Fr Martin will be saying Mass, on his own, during this 
time. If parishioners would like a Mass intention to be 
celebrated then please let the parish office know in 
the usual way.   
 

We are invited to Pray the Rosary at home each 
Friday at 9.00am, knowing that there are other 
parishioners praying the rosary at the same time. 
 

Mary’s Meals have released a number of videos 
about their work. Why not take a look at: 
https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/lovereacheseverywhere 
 

An On-line Scripture Resource for all the family is 
available at: www.wednesdayword.org 
 
Prayer for the End of the Virus: 
Almighty and merciful Father, who show your love to 
all your children. 
We come before you asking for a quick control of the 
Coronavirus currently ravaging our world. 
Hear graciously the prayers we make for those 
affected by the virus in various parts of the world. 
Grant healing to the sick, eternal life to the dead and 
consolation to the bereaved families. 
We pray that an effective medicine to combat the 
sickness be speedily found. 
We pray for the relevant governments and health 
authorities that they take appropriate steps for the 

good of the people. Look upon us in your mercy and 
forgive us our failings. Amen.  

Opening of Churches for Worship: This Thursday 
6th August we will be visited by our Diocesan Health 
& Safety Officer who will carry out a risk assessment 
for both churches. The week after training will be 
offered for all those who wish to be stewards to 
facilitate the re-opening of our churches. 
 

Without volunteers who act as stewards no 

church building can re-open.  

 

Training will be provided for this. If you would like to 

volunteer to be part of a team of stewards then 

please either contact Fr Martin directly or use the 

parish office e-mail address. It is asked that stewards 

read the Handbook for the Re-opening of 

Churches - available for viewing on the Diocesan 

Website. 

If you are over 70 you can volunteer to be a steward 

but you will be asked to indicate that you have read 

the government guidelines for clinically vulnerable 

groups. 

 

Future Sunday Services will require the presence of 

at least two stewards to ensure everybody follows the 

sanitising & social distancing rules. Parishioners will 

be asked to book a place at Mass, either by e-

mailing the parish office or by phone, so that a ‘track 

& trace’ system is in place if required. Further details 

about this to follow. 
 

Job Vacancies:  The Diocese of Hexham has a 
number of job vacancies. e.g.  
Property Surveyor - Full-time. Two year fixed term 
contract.  
Justice and Peace Refugee Project Co-ordinator  
18 hours per week. 12 month fixed term contract.  
Department for Education, Administrator 
(maternity cover) – full-time. For further information 
and details of how to apply please visit our website 
www.rcdhn.org.uk or contact us on 0191 243 3301 
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The Order of Mass can be found on Page 4 of your Hymn Book 
First Reading                                                                         Isaiah 55:1-3                                                                                                           
 

This contains an invitation, addressed to the exiles in Babylon, to come to a banquet. The banquet 
stands for the life of love and friendship God wishes to share with his people. 
  

Thus says the Lord: Oh, come to the water all you who are thirsty; though you have no money, come! 
Buy corn without money, and eat, and, at no cost, wine and milk. Why spend money on what is not 
bread, your wages on what fails to satisfy?  Listen, listen to me and you will have good things to eat 
and rich food to enjoy. Pay attention, come to me; listen, and your soul will live. With you I will make an 
everlasting covenant out of the favours promised to David. 
 
Responsorial Psalm                                                        Psalm 144 
 

Response:  You open wide your hand, O Lord, you grant our desires 
 

1. The Lord is kind and full of compassion,  2. The eyes of all creatures look to you 
slow to anger, abounding in love.    and you give them their food in due time. 
How good is the Lord to all,    You open wide your hand, 
compassionate to all his creatures.   grant the desires of all who live. 

 

3. The Lord is just in all his ways 
and loving in all his deeds. 
He is close to all who call him, 
call on him from their hearts. 

 
Second Reading                Romans 8:35.37-39                
 

No matter what bad times we may have to go through, we remain undaunted, because we are certain 
that Christ loves us. 
 

Nothing can come between us and the love of Christ, even if we are troubled or worried, or being 
persecuted, or lacking food or clothes, or being threatened or even attacked. These are the trials 
through which we triumph, by the power of him who loved us. For I am certain of this: neither death nor 
life, no angel, no prince, nothing that exists, nothing still to come, not any power, or height or depth, nor 
any created thing, can ever come between us and the love of God made visible in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia, alleluia. Blessings on the King who comes, in the name of the Lord! 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heavens! Alleluia! 
 
Gospel Reading                                                               Matthew 14:13-21                                                               
 

Jesus shows his compassion for the people by healing their sick, and giving them food to eat. 
 

When Jesus received the news of John the Baptist's death he withdrew by boat to a lonely place where 
they could be by themselves. But the people heard of this and, leaving the towns, went after him on 
foot. So as he stepped ashore he saw a large crowd; and he took pity on them and healed their sick. 
When evening came, the disciples went to him and said, 'This is a lonely place, and the time has 
slipped by; so send the people away, and they can go to the villages to buy themselves some food.' 
Jesus replied, 'There is no need for them to go: give them something to eat yourselves.' But they 
answered, 'All we have with us is five loaves and two fish.' 'Bring them here to me,' he said. He gave 
orders that the people were to sit down on the grass; then he took the five loaves and the two fish, 
raised his eyes to heaven and said the blessing. And breaking the loaves he handed them to his 
disciples who gave them to the crowds. They all ate as much as they wanted, and they collected the 
scraps remaining, twelve baskets full. Those who ate numbered about five thousand men, to say 
nothing of women and children. 

Question of the week 
 

To whom could you bring the assurance of Christ’s love this week?  
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