
FIRST READING Ezekiel 37:12-14 
I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live. 
 

The Lord says this: I am now going to open your graves; I mean to raise you from your graves, my people, and lead you back to the soil of 
Israel. And you will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and raise you from your graves, my people. And I shall put my spirit in 
you, and you will live, and I shall resettle you on your own soil; and you will know that I, the Lord, have said and done this – it is the Lord who 
speaks. 
 
Responsorial Psalm  Psalm 129 
Response:  With the Lord there is mercy and fullness of compassion. 
 
1. Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, 

Lord, hear my voice! 
O let your ears be attentive 
to the voice of my pleading. 

 

2. If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, 
Lord, who would survive? 
But with you is found forgiveness: 
for this we revere you. 

 
3. My soul is waiting for the Lord, 

I count on his word. 
My soul is longing for the Lord 
more than watchman for daybreak. 
(Let the watchman count on daybreak 
and Israel on the Lord.) 

4. Because with the Lord there is mercy 
and fullness of redemption, 
Israel indeed he will redeem 
from all its iniquity. 

 
SECOND READING Romans 8:8-11 
The Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you. 
 

People who are interested only in unspiritual things can never be pleasing to God. Your interests, however, are not in the unspiritual, but in the 
spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made his home in you. In fact, unless you possessed the Spirit of  Christ you would not belong to him. 
Though your body may be dead it is because of sin, but if Christ is in you then your spirit is life itself because you have been justified; and if the 
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he who raised Jesus from the dead will give life to your own mortal bodies 
through his Spirit living in you. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
Glory and praise to you, O Christ! I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; 
whoever believes in me will never die. Glory and praise to you, O Christ!  
 
GOSPEL John 11:1-45 
I am the resurrection and the life. 
 

There was a man named Lazarus who lived in the village of Bethany with the two sisters, Mary and Martha, and he was ill. – It was the same 
Mary, the sister of the sick man Lazarus, who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair. The sisters sent this message to 
Jesus, ‘Lord, the man you love is ill.’ On receiving the message, Jesus said, ‘This sickness will end not in death but in God’s glory, and through it 
the Son of God will be glorified.’ Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when he heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed where he was 
for two more days before saying to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’ The disciples said, ‘Rabbi, it is not long since the Jews wanted to stone 
you; are you going back again?’ Jesus replied: ‘Are there not twelve hours in the day? A man can walk in the daytime without stumbling because 
he has the light of this world to see by; but if he walks at night he stumbles, because there is no light to guide him.’ He said that and then added, 
‘Our friend Lazarus is resting, I am going to wake him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he is able to rest he is sure to get better.’ The phrase 
Jesus used referred to the death of Lazarus, but they thought that by ‘rest’ he meant ‘sleep’, so Jesus put it plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead; and for 
your sake I am glad I was not there because now you will believe. But let us go to him.’ Then Thomas – known as the Twin – said to the other 
disciples, ‘Let us go too, and die with him.’ On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for four days already. Bethany is only 
about two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to sympathise with them over their brother. When Martha heard 
that Jesus had come she went to meet him. Mary remained sitting in the house. Martha said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my brother would 
not have died, but I know that, even now, whatever you ask of God, he will grant you.’ ‘Your brother’ said Jesus to her  ‘will rise again.’ Martha 
said, ‘I know he will rise again at the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said: ‘I am the resurrection. If anyone believes in me, even though he 
dies he will live, and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ ‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, 
the Son of God, the one who was to come into this world.’ When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in a low voice, 
‘The Master is here and wants to see you.’ Hearing this, Mary got up quickly and went to him. Jesus had not yet come into the village; he was 
still at the place where Martha had met him. When the Jews who were in the house sympathising with Mary saw her get up so quickly and go 
out, they followed her, thinking that she was going to the tomb to weep there. Mary went to Jesus, and as soon as she saw him she threw 
herself at his feet, saying, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.’ At the sight of her tears, and those of the Jews who 
followed her, Jesus said in great distress, with a sigh that came straight from the heart, ‘Where have you put him?’ They said, ‘Lord, come and 
see.’ Jesus wept; and the Jews said, ‘See how much he loved him!’ But there were some who remarked, ‘He opened the eyes of the blind man, 
could he not have prevented this man’s death?’ Still sighing, Jesus reached the tomb: it was a cave with a stone to close the opening. Jesus 
said, ‘Take the stone away.’ Martha said to him, ‘Lord, by now he will smell; this is the fourth day.’ Jesus replied, ‘Have I not told you that if you 
believe you will see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. Then Jesus lifted up his eyes and said: ‘Father, I thank you for hearing my 
prayer. I knew indeed that you always hear me, but I speak for the sake of all these who stand round me, so that they may believe it was you 
who sent me.’ When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! Come out!’ The dead man came out, his feet and hands bound 
with bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, let him go free.’ Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary 
and had seen what he did believed in him. 
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 Sunday, 29th March 2020 –Fifth Sunday in Lent - A 

  Masses, Devotions and Services 

  St Cuthbert’s Church St Joseph’s Church 

Saturday  28th March 
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9:30am: Mass  
10:00am: Confessions 

4:45-5:15pm: Confessions 
5:30pm: Mass: Irene Fatkin  

Sunday 29th March  
5th Sunday in Lent - A 

11:00am: Mass:  People of the Parish 
 

 

Monday 30th March 
 

9:30am:  Word & Communion  

Tuesday 31st March  9:30am: Mass: Holy Souls 
 

Wednesday 1st April 9:30am: Mass: David McManus 
 

 

Thursday 2nd April  
 

 9:30am: Mass: 

Friday 3rd April  9:30am: Mass: Private Intention (JM)  

Saturday  4th April  9:30am: Mass  
10:00am: Confessions 

4:45-5:15pm: Confessions 
5:30pm: Mass:  People of the Parish 

Sunday 5th April  
Palm Sunday - A 

11:00am: Mass:   
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 St Cuthbert’s - Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
   10:00am – 2:00pm 
 St Joseph’s:  Tuesday and Thursday 
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 What’sApp group: text your name and number to 07752009361 to be added to StCuthStJosNshields Group 
 Facebook: search - - The Parish of Saint Cuthbert and Saint Joseph, North Shields. 
 Website:  www.northtynesidecatholic.org.uk 
 Parish office: 0191 257 3408  

Please contact us for help needed or offered 
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In the Cycle of Prayer for Lent Pope Francis invites us to pray for: 
Candidates for the Sacraments; Women; The Needy and Hungry of 
the World; Penitents and Wanderers; Survivors of Sexual Abuse 
Those who are sick: please pray for all who are sick, for all who are 
in hospital, hospice or nursing homes, including Patricia Conlon, 
Ros McGann, Father Richard Harriott, Gary James, Catherine 
West, Gerry Thirsk, Tom Wright, Florence Redpath, Mary Wood, 
Sarah Harrison, Fred Stimpson, Scott Oakley, Pat Skelly, Jean 
Slater, Frank Whillis, Veronica Owens, Sheelagh Goodwin, Alf 
McManus, Barbara & Tony Hicks  ‘Baby Stevie Dawn Roadment’ 
and Jenny Toscin.  Please pray for all those who have died recently 
and all those whose anniversaries are at this time. 

 

Our Parish at a Time of Coronavirus 
Dear Parishioners 
My sincere thanks for the way you are co-operating at this time 
of crises. Word had clearly got round that there was no 
congregation was allowed at the week-end Masses or you must 
have thought my sermon was really bad last week ;-). 
If you or anyone else needs help please get in touch on 0191 
2573 408.  
My thanks to Gerry Beldon with assistance from Andy Nicholl for 
ensuring that the 11.00am Mass on Sunday could be 
livestreamed. I hope as many of you who wanted were able to 
see it. Thanks for the comments received. It seems to have 
been appreciated by people. 
Mass at 11am this Sunday, 29 March, will be live streamed. 
Let’s work together as much as we can. I know members of the 
parish council are trying to ensure that we can be as supportive 
as possible and still witness to our faith. 
Pope Francis’ image of the Field Hospital seems very apt. 
Please see the various ways on social media that people can 
keep in touch. 
Thanks also for those who have expressed their support to Fr 
Michael and myself, your care and concern is much appreciated. 
I will continue to say week-day Mass on my own at the usual 
time so that you know the Mass is being offered for you all. 
Please get in touch if you are need of help or are willing to help 
With prayers, love and blessings to you all, 
Fr Chris 

 
HELPING THE POOREST IN THIS CRISIS 

Church Action on Poverty's national office is shifting it focus during 
the outbreak. We'll be sharing news every week of how people in 
our networks are responding together; resources for staying well 
and safe; and ways you can take action. If you'd like to stay in 
touch, you can sign up for our email updates at www.church-
poverty.org.uk, or follow us on Facebook or Twitter. 
Church Action on Poverty have launched a campaign action, calling 
on the government to make sure people on low incomes have the 
financial resilience they need to self-isolate during the outbreak. 
Please take part if you can - you can email your MP using our e-
action at  https://churchpoverty.e-activist.com/page/57910/action/1 

 
RE-DEDICATION OF ENGLAND AS THE DOWRY OF MARY 

Each parishioner is encouraged to consider taking part in this 
historical event at 12 noon- Sunday 29th March 2020. The 
consecration prayer below can be made in your own home.  
Join online at https://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream/ or pray 
privately at home. Leaflets and timetable are available in the 
chapels or can be posted to you if you wish. Contact one of our 
parishioners on 07752009361 for more information. three days of 
prayer beforehand is also taking place. Check out: 
www.behold2020.com 

 
 

SOCIAL CONTACT AND KEEPING TOUCH 
Facebook search: The Parish of Saint Cuthbert and Saint Joseph, 
North Shields 
Website:www.northtynesidecatholic.org.uk 
What’s App Group: text your name and number to 07752009361 to 
be added to StCuthStJosNshields Group Parish Office Tuesday to 
Friday 0191 257 3408 

 
 

DIOCESAN REFUGEE PROJECT- FOOD AND FINANCE 
URGENTLY NEEDED 

Due to restrictions in supermarkets and limited attendance at 
churches, our food supplies are diminishing quickly. We would urge 
food collection co-ordinators in parishes to explore different ways of 
collecting the food items that you would normally provide and 
continue to get as much to the project as possible. Suggestions 
might include asking parishioners (via parish websites, bulletins 
and other means) to drop items at identified collection points such 
as parish offices and/or directly at the project. Collection from you 
may also be possible. 
We are very happy to receive any of the following: 
Biscuits, Coffee, Sugar, Chick Peas, Salt, Teabags, Cooking Oil, 
Tinned Fish, Baked Beans, Tinned Tomatoes, Spaghetti, 
Toothpaste and Soap. 
There will be a basket in the respective chapel for people to leave 
donations. St Cuthbert’s, Monday, Wednesday and Friday and St 
Joseph’s, Tuesday to Thursday. 10.00am-2pm. 
Financial contributions are also very welcome too: Cheques to 
DH&N DESTITUTE ASYLUM FUND.  
Address: Refugee Project, 2 Summerhill Grove, Newcastle NE4 
6EE 
Bank transfers – HSBC Sort code: 40-34-18 Account number: 
52854058 
We will also be communicating this urgent request via the Diocesan 
Website and other means. 
Thank you so much for your ongoing support – it is vital at this time. 
God bless you. 
 

COVID-19 PANDEMIC – PARTNERSHIP GUIDELINES 
These guidelines are drawn from those released by Bishop Byrne 
and the Bishops’ Conference for England and Wales. Further 
information and updates can be found on the Diocesan and 
Bishops’ Conference websites. 
 
SUNDAY AND WEEKDAY MASSES 
There will be no public Sunday or Weekday Masses celebrated in 
any of our churches until public gatherings are restored by the UK 
Government. 
 
The Parish Priest will continue to celebrate Mass in the Parish but 
without parishioners, deacons or altar servers being present. The 
continuing celebration of Masses ensures that Mass Intentions will 
continue to be offered, including the obligatory Pro Populo Masses 
for the people of the parish. Parishioners can join in the celebration 
of Mass by making a Spiritual Communion (Catechism of the 
Catholic Church N.1364). The Parish Priest may announce the time 
at which he will celebrate Mass. 
 
Live streaming of Mass from various cathedrals, basilicas and 
churches in the UK and other countries is available via the Internet 
-for example at www.churchservices.tv and EWTN on Sky TV. 
Mass will also be available via the Internet from St Mary’s 
Cathedral, Newcastle and from other parishes -please see the 
diocesan website for the links. The National Shrine of Our Lady at 
Walsingham will continue its full liturgical programme, and is 
available at www.walsingham.org.uk. 
 
 

PRIVATE PRAYER IN CHURCH 
Churches and Chapels In the Partnership will be open for private 
prayer at times announced in each Parish. Please see the 
information available on parish bulletins and via the Partnership 
website: www.northtynesidecatholic.org.uk. 
 

BAPTISMS 
Baptisms will be deferred until the Government announces the 
restoration of public gatherings. In case of necessity, baptisms will 
be celebrated with all the necessary hygiene precautions. Families 
who have made baptism arrangements will be contacted by each 
Parish. 
FIRST RECONCILIATION AND FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
These celebrations are postponed until a time that allows for 
families to gather safely within the Parish. New dates will be 
announced when it is safe to do so. 
 

MATRIMONY 
The Sacrament of Matrimony is deferred until the time when 
congregations are permitted to gather. Only in the most pressing of 
circumstances will a marriage take place and will then be restricted 
to the celebrant, bride and groom and witnesses and immediate 
family, and if necessary, the legal Registrar. The Parish Priest will 
contact couples preparing for marriage in due course. 
 

HOLY WEEK AND THE SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION 
These celebrations will depend on the forthcoming decisions of the 
Bishops for the Holy Week ceremonies. The Parish Priest will 
contact those preparing for the Sacraments of Initiation in due 
course. 
 

CONFIRMATION 
The celebration of Confirmation will be deferred until the 
Government announces that congregations can resume public 
worship. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
No pastoral visits will be made to people except in an emergency. 
However, parishes and their ministers will offer phone support. The 
Anointing of the Sick will be carried out by the Priest who will avoid 
physical contact and adhere to hygiene procedures. Visits to people 
in care homes or hospitals will follow advice from the staff on 
infection control. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION AND PASTORAL VISITS TO THE SICK 
AND HOUSEBOUND 
Since many Eucharistic Ministers are over the age of 70, visits are 
suspended for the foreseeable future, and phone support will be 
offered. 
  
FUNERALS 
Funerals services will only be conducted at the graveside or 
crematorium, subject to the conditions laid down by the cemetery or 
crematorium authorities. Arrangements will be made for memorial 
Masses to be celebrated later when congregations are allowed to 
gather. The Parish Priest and funeral director will work together to 
support families who are experiencing bereavement.  
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Confession may be offered on request only as long as hygiene and 
social distancing requirements are observed -i.e.  
a physical barrier between the penitent and the priest such as a 
grille and veil. The use of Rite II and Rite III of the Rite of Penance 
is not permitted as this, by necessity, requires the gathering of 
people in church. 
 

For further information, please contact your local Parish Priest. 
Mgr Andrew J Faley Partnership Dean 

 

Lockdown 
Yes there is fear. Yes there is isolation. 
Yes there is panic buying. Yes there is sickness. 
Yes there is even death. 
But, they say that in Wuhan after so many years of noise 
You can hear the birds again.  
They say that after just a few weeks of quiet 
The sky is no longer thick with fumes, but blue and grey and clear. 
 

They say that in the streets of Assisi  
People are singing to each other across the empty squares, 
keeping their windows open so that those who are alone may hear 
the sounds of family around them. 
They say that a hotel in the West of Ireland 
Is offering free meals and delivery to the housebound. 
 

Today a young woman I know is busy spreading fliers with her 
number through the neighbourhood 
So that the elders may have someone to call on. 
 

Today Churches, Synagogues, Mosques and Temples 
 are preparing to welcome and shelter the homeless, the sick, the 
weary 
All over the world people are slowing down and reflecting 
All over the world people are looking at their neighbours in a new 
way 
All over the world people are waking up to a new reality 
 

To how big we really are. To how little control we really have. 
To what really matters. To Love. 
So we pray and we remember that Yes there is fear. 
But there does not have to be hate. Yes there is isolation. 
But there does not have to be loneliness. Yes there is panic buying. 
But there does not have to be meanness. Yes there is sickness. 
But there does not have to be disease of the soul 
Yes there is even death. But there can always be a rebirth of love. 
Wake to the choices you make as to how to live now. 
 

Today, breathe. Listen, behind the factory noises of your panic. The 
birds are singing again. The sky is clearing, 
Spring is coming, And we are always encompassed by Love.  Open 
the windows of your soul 
And though you may not be able to touch across the empty square, 
Sing. (Brother Richard, A Capuchin Fria)r 

 

Bidding Prayers and our Partnership 
We seek the intercession of our parish saints and pray: 
 Holy Mary, Mother of God Pray for us 
 St Joseph Pray for us 
 St Columba  Pray for us 
 St Aidan Pray for us 
 St Oswin Pray for us 
 St Cuthbert Pray for us 
 St Edmund Pray for us 
 St Edward Pray for us 
 St Bernadette Pray for us  
 Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer 

 

The Apostles Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; He 
descended into hell; on the third day He rose again from the 
dead; He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty, from there He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic 
Church, the communion of Saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.  Amen. 
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